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could develop into a highly centralized modern State long before
any of the other nations of Europe.
The whole of the western part of France, situated between the
Cevennes and the Vosges and the Atlantic, falls quite naturally
into a number of peninsulas and valleys which are separated from
each other by low ridges. The valley of the Seine and Oise is
connected with the plains of Belgium through a natural gateway
defended since time immemorial by the city of St Quentin. In
modern times it has become a very important railway centre, and
as such it was one of the main German objectives during the
march on Paris in 1914.
The valley of the Seine and that of the Loire arc in easy
communication with each other by way of the gap of Orleans.
As a result thereof that region was bound to play a very
important part in the history of France. In the Middle Ages,
knights in armour fought for such key positions. To-day railway
companies fight for such key positions. The world changes. But
often enough, the more it seems to change, the more it really
remains the same.
As for the connexion between the Loire valley and the valley
of the Garonne, it followed the present railway line via Poitiers,
and it was near Poitiers that Charles Martel in the year 732
prevented the Moors from pushing any further into Europe, and it
was near Poitiers that the Black Prince in the year 1356 so
completely annihilated the French forces that France' remained
under English domination for almost another hundred years.
As for that wide valley of the Garonne, the southern part of
which is that famous land of Gascony whence came the dashing
d'Artagnan and the gallant King Henry IV, that part of France
is in direct communication with the Provence and the RMne
valley by way of a valley that runs from Toulouse on the
Garonne River to Narbonne, which used to be on the Mediter-
ranean and which incidentally was the oldest of all Roman
settlements in Gaul.
Like all such prehistoric highways (for that route was used
thousands of years before the beginning of written history) it
has always been a source of revenue to some one, Racketeering